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A Letter to Herself 


N the closing day of the Riverside, 
California, Presbytery’s Young 
People’s Conference, the delegates 

were requested to write a letter to them- 
selves, stating what the conference meant 
to them and including any promises they 
made to themselves or to God. No one 
else was to see these letters. They were 
to be sealed, put in an envelope addressed 
to themselves, and at 
New Year’s the letters 
were to be mailed them, 
so that they might see 
how faithfully they had 
kept their promises. 
The letter below is one 
that Miss Marie Ober- 
nolte wrote to herself. 
Marie was killed in an 
auto accident Septem- 
ber 25, and this letter, 
read at her funeral, 
proved such a blessing, 
that the Biste Sociery 
Recorp desires to share 
it with our readers. 
Marie’s parents have 
been annual members 
of the Bible Society 
and have made an addi- 
tional gift to the work 
as a memorial to their 
daughter. The letter follows: 
VALLEY OF THE MOON, CRESTLINE, CALIF. 
September 2, 1937. 

DEAR Marie: This is just a little reminder 
of the grand time you had both mentally and 
physically during the latter part of August and 
the first of September at the Presbyterian Con- 
ference held at the Valley of the Moon Lodge. 
Do you remember all the promises you made to 
yourself and God? 

Perhaps you have been so busy this year at 
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school, and met so many new friends, that 
you have let these promises slip your memory. 

Remember? You decided that you were go- 
ing to make the best of your next year at school 
in a Christianlike way. You were going to 
pray for courage to face the problems which 
came to you, and trust that whichever way they 
were solved, it was God’s will. You were going 
to be kind to everyone, especially those who are 
set apart from the rest of the people in some 
trivial way. You were go- 
ing to find something lov- 
able in everyone with whom 
you came in contact. You 
made up your mind to do 
everything you could to 
make your parents love and 
trust you. You even de- 
cided to make their lives 
with you as enjoyable as 
possible by doing little 
things to help them and by 
curbing your temper and 
tongue. These you decided 
to do with the help of God, 
and you planned to ask his 
help daily. 

Then you were going to 
read the Bible from cover 
to cover, study the notes 
you took at Conference, 
memorize and remember 
Bible verses which might 
bring you comfort at vari- 
ous times, and stand by 
your belief no matter what the test might be. 

These are the promises I can remember at 
the present, but these may remind you of a few 
more you made. 

A Christian life is a life of joy, isn’t it? I 
hope you still think so. 

Most sincerely, 


THE MARIE OF THE CONFERENCE. 
P.S.: Remember the evening devotionals 


with Lois Chadsey and the other girls from 
Beaumont. Pray for Lois and her work. 
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You and Folks Like You 


J] ERE is your first issue of the BrsLe 
Socrpty Recorp for another year. 
It happens to be the ninety-first 
consecutive year of publication. You who 
read it are undoubtedly a_ professing 
Christian. The likelihood is that you are 
one of that group of Christians who take 
your religion seriously, a faithful Bible 
reader, and given to daily prayer. You 
belong to that group of Americans who 
lend hope and stability to our govern- 
ment; who inspire every good cause, and 
sustain every wholesome influence in our 
nation’s life. You are America at her 
best. Without you, our fair republic’s 
chances in the present world would be 
slim indeed. 

There are about ten millions of you. 
This is the estimate of those who have 
made exhaustive studies of the religious 
life of our nation. Considerably less than 
one percent of you will read these words, 
but we hope you will read them to the end. 

In another column on these pages is the 
lamentable statement that the American 
Bible Society is forced to reduce its 
budget for 1939 in the face of glowing 
opportunities to expand its work, espe- 
cially in the Far East and in Latin Amer- 
ica. The chief reason for this retrench- 
ment is that gifts from individuals appear 
not to be increasing. We can not expect a 
gift from every American citizen. Some 
are without funds, some are unbelievers, 
many are indifferent. We can not expect 
a gift even from everyone of you who 
make up the ten million devout Chris- 
tians; for many of you are on relief or 


without resources. Furthermore, we can 
not acquaint even these ten millions with 
the work of the Bible Society. But we 
can make tremendous progress with your 
help, who read these lines. 

Consider the fact that the distribution 
of the printed Word is basic to the spread 
of the gospel of Christ. Next, that the 
American Bible Society is the only agency 
in this country that is committed to the 
program of producing and distributing 
the Scriptures in any language that may 
be required, and with no purpose of profit, 
and that the Society has been at its task 
for almost a century and a quarter. Its 
techniques make possible without the ex- 
penditure of any additional sums for ad- 
ministration, the distribution of millions 
of copies of God’s Word more, if the re- 
sources to publish the volumes were at 
hand. Be advised that the Society’s agen- 
cies abroad are crying out for more books 
to meet the spiritual hunger of the people. 
Then ask yourself these questions: 

1. Am I a regular annual donor to the work 

of the American Bible Society? 

2. If I am, can I not increase my gift? 

3. Have I ever spoken of the Society’s work 
to other Christian friends, handed them 
my copy of the BIBLE SOCIETY RECORD, 
and suggested their giving? 

4, Have I ever promoted the Society’s work 
in my church, Sunday School or mission- 
ary group? 

The editors believe that, if they could 
reach individually the ten million devout, 
Bible-loving Christians in this country, 

(Turn to page 9) 
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Colportage at Its Best 


Here is a story that thrills the heart. 
well-trained and courageous man, and avail- 
It might be repeated in hundreds of places 


Word of God, a devoted, 
able copies of the Scripture. 


Its elements are hunger for the 


around the world if Bible-loving people would make it possible 


By Joun Rrrcuin, Secretary, Upper Andes Agency 


OLIVIA had been with- 
B out a colporteur for 
over a year. The sub- 
agent of the American Bible 
Society and several mission- 
ary correspondents sought in 
vain for a suitable man. It 
appeared that the field, 
ploughed by war and disor- 
der, was ready to receive the 
“seed of the Kingdom”; but 
there was no sower. So it was decided to send 
a man from the neighboring republic. 

Don Acisclo Mesias had proved himself a 
capable and active colporteur. He is a native 
of the high altitudes where he has lived almost 
all his life, and he was willing to venture forth 
from his native Peru with the gospel. He ar- 
rived in La Paz on May 18, and commenced 
work as soon as he had obtained the necessary 
permit. 

With his pack of books and a roll of the large 
Bible pictures which are used in the Sunday 
Schools, he took his stand in the market street. 
Displaying one of the pictures, which at once 
attracted a crowd, he would tell the story and 
offer for sale the book which contains it. Great 
crowds gathered round him, so that the traffic 
was frequently so seriously interrupted, that 
the police had to interfere, compelling him to 
move his stand. But wherever he went crowds 
gathered. 

When he had told the story depicted in the 
picture displayed, he offered his books for sale. 
He complains that his two hands did not suffice 
him to attend to the demand, which he fre- 
quently found overwhelming. In one month he 
sold 10,055 books, and in the three months 
June, July, and August, he sold by this simple 
and straightforward method 25,208 books. Of 
these, 1,064 were in the Aymara language, 
which is the tongue of the Indians of the region. 


Don Acisclo 
Mesias 


There was some opposition, sometimes spon- 
taneous, at times apparently organized. But 
the colporteur had so captured the sympathies 
of the ever-changing crowd, and his hearers 
were so interested in his message, that they 
dealt summarily with the interrupters. On the 
other hand, business men who have tarried on 
their way to listen to his message, have ex- 
pressed publicly their appreciation of his work. 
Many asked particulars of the time and place 
of the evangelical services to which occasional 
allusion was made, and several have since been 
attending these services. Some gave him their 
names and addresses, expressing their desire 
for further help and fellowship in the truth and 
the Christian experience which he proclaimed. 
The Scripture-selling campaign turned into an 
open-air evangelistic mission, which so gripped 
many, that they came back day after day to see 
the pictures and hear the story. 

Asked about his methods, Don Acisclo states 
that the first factor in his success has been his 
preparation each morning by prayer, Bible 
reading and meditation, through which he ob- 
tained his message and inspiration. He avoids 
all polemic, and drives home the gospel story 
with his own testimony. He has no apologies 
to make for the gospel, and no doubts about the 
supernatural. He believes the gospel and has 
proved its power in his own life. His selling 
method is devoid of all the tricks of salesman- 
ship. He convinces his hearers by reading to 
them from it, and by retelling its stories, that 
the book he offers has a message which is of 
real interest to them. There is no competitive 
factor to whet interest. There has been no pre- 
vious publicity campaign. There is no adver- 
tising. There are no committees or solicitors. 
There is, however, a large community of intelli- 
gent people who are ignorant of the Holy Scrip- 
ture, and to whom the gospel message in its | 
simplest expression makes a powerful appeal. | 
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Carrying on this witness in the open air for 
several hours each morning and each after- 
noon, attending to his sales, and fetching sup- 
plies of books, is arduous work at 12,000 feet 
above sea level. Sefior Mesias had a few days 
at the beginning when his system resented the 
strain. But soon he became accustomed to the 
conditions, and at ease with his appreciative 
audience. He has been able to carry on for 
eight hours and more in the day. On former 
trips he has given proof of his mettle, suffering 
joyfully the rigors of toilsome travel, exposure 
to cold and heat and inhospitable people, in 
snow and rain and sunshine, and in this cam- 
paign his powers of resistance have stood him 
in good stead. 

Don Acisclo is of the first generation of Pe- 
ruvians grown up from early childhood within 
the evangelical movement, and he is imbued 
with the Christian sense of life to be lived to 
worthy purpose. In school he usually took the 
top place, but his family was too poor to keep 
him in student life beyond primary school. He 
went to work, but took a correspondence course 
in bookkeeping, in which he obtained his cer- 
tificate. He has gone on acquiring knowledge 
and educating himself in other departments of 
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learning. While still a youth, he began to take 
an active part in the life and service of the 
church, and was appointed circuit preacher for 
an important district of the Evangelical Church 
of Peru. A few months spent in the local Bible 
school was his only special preparation, but he 


DON ACISCLO DOES NOT APPEAR IN THE PICTURE, 
BUT HE IS THERE 


made the most of them. By study and service 
he has cultivated the gifts that are in him, so 
that when he addresses the crowd in the market 
place, they feel his sincerity and conviction, his 
Christian outlook on life, and his contagious 
faith. He does colportage at its best. 


A New Bible Goes Forth 


The entire Bible has been translated into 1/9 languages. 


One of the last 


to be completed is that for the people of the Philippine Islands of Samar 


and Leyte. 


The Society’s Agent in Manila tells the story of how it was 


first taken to the people 


By Rev. W. H. Foncmr, Secretary, Philippines Agency 


HE Samarenyo-speaking people of the 
Philippines, approximately 600,000 in 
number, occupy the entire island of 
Samar and the northeast section of the island 
of Leyte. The two islands are separated by a 
very narrow strait, upon which many small 
boats go back and forth, making a close and 
constant connection between the two islands. 
In 1928 the New Testament translation was 
completed by Mrs. Andrew J. Hall and her 
associates, and the Samarenyo New Testament 
went into circulation. About the same time 
the Book of Psalms was translated and added 
to the New Testament. It was also put out in 


portion form, as were the four Gospels and 
Acts. Until 1936 that was all the Scriptures 
the people of Samar had. During these eight 
years the Presbyterian Mission was at work in 
this area, and these Scriptures were being dis- 
tributed and were becoming known. A desire 
was being created for the whole Bible, and the 
demand constantly increased. 

Mrs. Hall felt that demand, and, again in co- 
operation with the American Bible Society, she 
organized a committee and set to work. In 
1936, just before the retirement of Dr. and 
Mrs. Hall, the work was finished, and the peo- 
ple, whom they had so learned to love and with 


Page 6 


whom they had so earnestly labored, were given 
the whole Bible. The platemaking and printing 
were not completed until one year later, how- 
ever, and so it was not until the latter part of 
1937 that this Bible actually went into circu- 
lation. 

Early in 1938 a distribution campaign was 
planned and carried out, in which a large part 
of the Samarenyo area was covered by a group 
of workers; and, though the distribution was 
not as large as had been hoped, the Samarenyo 
field certainly became aware that the Bible is 
now available in that language. This campaign 
was made possible through the most whole- 
hearted cooperation with the Bible Society of 
the missionaries of that area, and also of the 
officers of the district conference in charge of 
this work. 

In January, Missionary E. J. Feri and his 
conference board appointed the people who 
were to take part, and set the dates for the 
campaign. In the first week of February these 
people, eight men and one woman, came into 
the mission station for a period of training. 
The Bible Society Secretary and one of the 
most experienced colporteurs were there to 
help. The prospective workers were made ac- 
quainted with the American Bible Society, how 
it works, and how this campaign was made pos- 
sible. Throughout the instruction it was em- 
phasized that this was to be, not simply a Bible- 
selling effort, but a real evangelistic campaign 
as well. At the close of the institute the con- 
ference leaders made the assignments, and the 
workers went forth. After the work was well 
started, one of the most successful of the col- 
porteurs went over to the east coast of Samar, 
and there in a few days trained two other 


PHILIPPINE COLPORTEUR STARTING OFF IN 
A DUGOUT CANOE 


OST ai 
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workers and sent them out. So that in all 
twelve people engaged in this work for the two 
months of the campaign. Eleven of them were 
local people, and one was the Society’s most suc- 
cessful colporteur. 

Through two months these folks traveled 
their territory. They went by steamboat, 
launch, and outrigger canoe. They went by 
bus, oxcart, bicycle, and on foot. They went 
over hills and over mountains, through town 
and country, crossed rivers and trudged along 
sandy beeches. Literally, they went every- 
where carrying the Word. They met those who 
were friendly, who had heard of the Book, who 
knew it in part and had been waiting long for 
this opportunity to own a copy. They met 
those who did not know it, who had never heard 
of it and so were indifferent. And they met 
those who had heard of it, but who had not seen 
it or read it; also those who had been told that 
it was a “bad book,” the work of “the devil and 
his friends”—a book to be despised and feared. 
But the letters of these distributors will tell the 
story best. Read these paragraphs from one of 
the women. This is her own English just as it 
was written: 


My sale at Bal... is very discouraging. I was 
able to sell only three Bibles in the municipal build- 
ing. With my talk to the municipal employees I 
found one member, and he is the postmaster. He 
bought one English Bible and one Samarenyo Bible. 
The others would not even dare to read, for fear 
they will commit sin. The school teachers and chil- 
dren were the same. So seeing the attitude of the 
people, I am in haste to go onward. I am meeting 
great difficulties with my house-to-house visit. They 
do not even want me to get in. Some people do not 
even dare touch, how much more to read the books. 
The priest had a sermon on Antichrist, and they 
said I was the Antichrist going around. 

Yesterday afternoon I was selling in one of the 
sections of the town. I have visited about twelve 
homes, and not one would buy. Sometimes one 
member of the family would be willing to buy the 
book, but the other members would reprimand him 
from buying. One woman was watching me very 
closely; for, whichever direction I was going to 
take, she would go ahead and tell the people I was 
selling harmful books. They were told not to be- 
lieve whatever words I would say. It was very 
late in the afternoon when I was able to sell two 
portions to two girls. I had a long sermon to four 
who were listening. As a result of that the two 
girls bought. So I went on to the seashore where 
three men were talking. They were fishermen. 
When I approached them, one man said, “Good, if 
those books are good for fishing, for I will be bring- 
ing it to the sea.’ So I told them the story of Jesus 
and Peter being asked to pay their tax. After my 
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story, one of the men went to get money and bought 
one New Testament. He also told two women, and 
they bought portions. Being too dark, I started my 
way home. In the street I saw a crowd of people 
and an old woman shouting. Coming nearer to the 
scene, I was pointed out to be the one selling the 
books. That woman grab the portions from the 
two girls and threw them away. The girls picked 
them up, and many people’s attention was drawn, 
and they read it. Finding the clue of the contents, 
more people thronged to me, and three others bought 


portions. The woman then attacked me. Asked me 
who told me to sell books in that town. I told her 
in soft words. I gave her Bible verses. I said that 


every Christian should know the life of Christ, in 
order to be a real Christian. Many other verses. 
She was silenced. But when I was gone, she took 
the books again and threw them away, and beat the 
girls with a broom. 


In another letter the same intrepid distribu- 
tor writes: 

While I was going from house to house in the 
morning, the priest was giving a sermon about me. 
He told the people, “Do not buy the book they are 
selling, nor touch it, how much more to buy it.” In 
the afternoon the people were ready for me. The 
religious women were in great distress, as if I was 
the devil going around from one house to another. 
But the liberal-minded people wanted to see the 
books. 


That the workers who faced these difficulties 
did feel that they were in a real soul-winning 
campaign, is evidenced by this paragraph from 
one of the letters: ‘There were days when I 
felt so very tired, especially when the sales 
were poor. But there were days when I did not 
feel tired even though the sales were poor; for 
when the people were willing to listen to the 
words of God, even if they did not buy, I felt I 
had planted in them some seed of truth.” And 
again, “I could not sell much, but I was trained 
to talk about ten times more about Jesus than 
I had been doing in my life.” 

Another paragraph shows the spirit in which 
this whole campaign was carried through. This 
was written by one of the women, Mrs. Martina 
Tigley. Mrs. Tigley had been Mrs. Hall’s con- 
stant helper in the translation work, and so this 
book means much to her. She had been as- 
signed to a section of coast line, as she had a 
small boat and could take her family with her 
much of the time. She and her husband and 
two small children, the younger only a few 
months old, had practically lived in that boat 
for two months. It was nothing more than an 
outrigger canoe, or dugout. At the close of the 
campaign these colporteurs were all to come to- 
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gether for a few days meeting. Mrs. Tigley did 
not get there. This paragraph explains very 
calmly why. She wrote: 

We could have arrived (for the conference) had 
not our sail been torn to pieces. We were drifted 
way down to the south of Leyte. Thanks to the 
Maker of all things, we arrived at Tacloban after 
about thirty-six hours of hard fighting with the 
big waves and strong winds and heavy rains. The 
children were all wet, but the Lord was good to 
them. They did not even catch cold. I know the 
Lord always protects his own. 


The two months’ campaign came to a close 
just at the time of the annual conference of 
that area. Here was demonstrated that spirit 
of cooperation. The Bible Society was given 
an hour one morning to present its whole pro- 
gram, and one evening was given over entirely 
to reports of the campaign and a message from 
the Agency Secretary. 

The sales were not as large as hoped for, but 
without doubt the influence of the campaign 
will be long felt in the area covered. When the 
final reports were gathered, it was learned that 
427 Bibles had been sold, 222 New Testaments, 
and 1,605 Portions, making a total of 2,254. In 
addition to sales records, the workers kept as 
accurate a record as possible of visits made. 
By “visits” is meant the times when a sufficient 
presentation was made of the Scripture to allow 
folks to get some idea of it. At times the work- 
ers reported that this presentation was made to 
whole households or large groups out in the 
streets or in the market places. As a matter 
of fact, few of the presentations would or could 
be made to just one individual. For it is a 
good Filipino custom that when one sees two 
people in conversation, especially if one be a 
stranger, he goes immediately to listen in. The 
actual visits reported numbered almost 10,000 
for the whole group. The number of people af- 
fected would surely be three times that. So, 
though the sales were few, one cannot but feel 
that into these thousands of minds and hearts 
some seed has fallen, and we know some will 
bear fruit. For many of those thousands it 
was their first time to hear of the Bible and 
know of its existence; and for many more it 
was their first time to see and handle a copy. 

A colporteur has continued in that field, and 
there is every evidence that the two-month cam- 
paign is to bear fruit in increased sales for the 
years ahead. What a glorious task in which to 
have a part! 
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Testimony from C.C.C. Boys 


During the past six years the Society has distributed through the 
Civilian Conservation Corps chaplains approximately 250,000 
copies of the New Testament to the men who asked for them. 
The little books have helped both the chaplains and the enrollees 


By CHAPLAIN A. N. CORPENING 


distributed to the enrollees entrusted 

to me approximately six hundred New 
Testaments. These have been sought by the 
men. The other day, just before the men went 
to work after their noon lunch, I announced 
that I had a few New Testaments for distribu- 
tion to those that would use them. The accom- 
panying picture was snapped of us during dis- 
tribution. You can note the eagerness of the 
men to get the books. It reminds me of a simi- 
lar announcement I made following a company 
meeting in another camp. It was the first time 
I had distributed them there. Nearly fifty men 
waited their turn. Finally, only one Testament 
remained, and two boys yet lacked them. Both 
grabbed for it, each getting his hand on it. 
They stood glaring at one another, nearly ready 
to fight for its possession. Then one removed 
his hand, permitting the other to take it. 


In this latter company, I asked Dwight Haw- 
kins, one of the best all-around men in the com- 
pany, what his New Testament meant to him. 
He replied, “I look on the Bible as a guide for 
my daily life. I have no special time for read- 
ing. Sometimes I read three or four chapters; 
at others, only a few verses. I have frequently 
found it a help when tempted to do wrong.” 


[D asso the past twelve months, I have 


I told another enrollee, John R. Porter, about 
the American Bible Society’s desire to know 
how much the Testaments meant to the men. 
He replied, “Tell them that I have found a lot 
of help from reading the New Testament; and 
the men who come into the dispensary get a lot 
of comfort from reading the Testaments you 
left here. It has been especially helpful when 
I have been down and depressed. We have a 
Bible at home, and my father has his World 
War Testament. I would have brought it to 
camp, but he thinks an awful lot of it. I never 
had a Testament until you gave me this one 
from the Bible Society. I surely appreciate it.” 


CHAPLAIN CORPENING DISTRIBUTING 
TESTAMENTS 

The third enrollee I spoke to is not a Chris- 
tian. He replied that his folks did not go to 
church, and he only went occasionally. He did 
not read his Testament regularly, but read it 
sometimes. 

These, I believe, are typical of the answers 
and effectiveness of the New Testaments that 
have been distributed through the courtesy of 
the Bible Society. 

I am now serving nine companies in northern 
Illinois, a part of the Jefferson Barracks C.C.C. 
District. Seven of these companies are junior 
companies, men ranging in age from seventeen 
to twenty-three; two are World War veterans. 
It is my firm conviction that the effectiveness 
of my work has been greatly increased by the 
use of the New Testaments made possible by 
the American Bible Society. 
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(Continued from page 3) 

they could multiply many times the total 
gifts from individuals. Every reader of the 
RECORD can help us make these contacts. After 
surveying your own ability to give more gen- 
erously, be sure to tell your friends that the 
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BIBLE SOCIETY RECORD is sent for a year to 
every donor of one dollar or more. 

A year from now we want to be able to re- 
port that the gifts from individuals to the sup- 
port of our work has doubled. With your help 
we can do it. 


The Blind Help the Blind 


UST twenty years ago, a blind, paralyzed, 

bedridden man, deeply distressed over the 
suffering of his fellow blind, particularly in for- 
eign lands, expressed an earnest desire to do 
something about it. It was suggested that he 
form a birthday band and solicit a donation 
from friends on their birthdays. He found ten 
friends willing to help him. These found oth- 
ers, the numbers. continued to increase, the 
band grew into a mission, and the founder, 
Robert A. Byers, before he was called to higher 
service, witnessed with joy and thanksgiving 
the realization of some of his dreams. 


Thus born out of the devotion of one man, 
the Mission to the Blind in Heathen and Bible 
Lands has done much to alleviate the handicaps 
of blindness in many countries, and has peri- 
odically contributed to the Blind Fund of the 
American Bible Society. A most welcome and 
timely contribution was received recently to 
help toward the distribution of the embossed 
Scriptures to the sightless in Brazil and in the 
Philippines, where there is increasing need 
among the blind for the spiritual light and com- 


HIS picture was 

taken in a church 
in Charlotte, North 
Carolina. It is a class 
conducted by Cornelia 
W. Henderson, super- 
visor of the WPA Edu- 
cation Program in 
Mecklenburg County. 
Miss Henderson 
writes: “Every one of 
the pupils has recently 
learned to read and 
write. When asked 
why they want to 
learn to read, a large 
number always an- 
swer, ‘So that I can 


—— Opening the Gates——— 


fort of the Word in a form and language that 
they can read for themselves. 


New Postage Rate on Books 


EGINNING November 1, 1938, due to the 
faithful work of the “National Committee 
to Abolish Postal Discrimination against 
Books,” Bibles, Testaments, and Portions may 
be mailed to any postal zone in the United 
States at 114¢ per pound or fraction thereof. 
This will not only greatly reduce the transpor- 
tation costs to our purchasers, but will make 
the task of figuring those costs very much sim- 
pler. The elaborate zone tables which our Pub- 
lication Department has been careful to include 
in all the announcements of our Scriptures can 
now be ignored. All that need be remembered 
is, that, irrespective of the distance carried, the 
books will go at the rate of 114¢ per pound. 
The new fifty-cent Brevier Bible which has just 
come from the press, for instance, will be 
mailed to any address in the U.S.A. for 53 
cents. Those ordering in quantities will note 
that the limit of weight per package is 70 lbs., 
and the total measurement both ways around 
the package is not to exceed six feet. 


Society has furnished 
large-print Gospels 
which are used as a 
“first reader’ in these 
classes. One of the 
first interests the 
pupils have with the 
accomplishment of lit- 
eracy, is to take an ac- 
tive part in Sunday 
School services and 
Ladies’ Aid societies. 

“Your large-print 
Gospels,” writes the 
supervisor, “‘have been 
an inspiration to many 
of our people, and we 
are very grateful for 
them.” 


read my Bible.’”” The 
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HEN I was five years 
\ \ old, my mother of- 
fered me a dollar if I 
would read the Bible through, 
from the first chapter of 
Genesis to the last chapter of 
Revelation. I confess that my 
price has risen since then; 
but in my boyhood I had more 
leisure and less cash than I 
have now. My total income 
was six cents a week; and as I was expected to 
deposit one cent in the contribution box every 
Sunday, I always regarded my income as five 
cents, unconsciously prophetic of the modern 
income-tax law. I am glad that my mother 
bribed me to read the Bible; and glad that she 
forced me to pay my way in church. At first, 
I thought more of the dollar than of the Holy 
Writ; but as I became interested, I found keener 
joy in the race than in the prize. 

Today, with those five years multiplied many 
times, I am still an inveterate reader of the 
Bible. No dollar is needed to spur me on; nor 
must I be coaxed and prodded. To those who 
know the Bible as the book of all books, it has 
an infinite attraction which never dims. On 
this Universal Bible Sunday, when church- 
goers and Bible lovers throughout the land 
read with renewed eagerness the volume that 
they love, I am glad to reaffirm my own affec- 
tion for it. 

Though I may stray at times into reminis- 
cences of another world or other decades, I am 
thinking deeply of the need for the Bible in the 
sorry world we have created for ourselves to- 
day. Surely, I need not point out that, if all 
the men who have thrust us into our present 
situation had read their Bibles regularly and 
learned well the lessons of the great Book, we 
should all be infinitely happier. And, surely, I 
need not emphasize that, of all the books pour- 
ing from our presses each year, none can bring 
the serenity of spirit and the wisdom that 
makes for successful living which the sixty-six 
books of the Bible create in the mind and soul 
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of the man who reads from them each day. 

Even those who do not believe that the Bible 
is the revelation of God, will admit that it is 
the supreme revelation of man. There is more 
revelation of man’s weakness and strength, 
man’s capacity for evil and for good, in the 
Bible than can be found in Shakespeare and all 
the dramatists of the world. 

It is the most human of all books. And it is 
true in its depiction of human nature as natu- 
rally sinful; it does not flatter; men are in- 
stinctively bad—by bad I mean instinctively 
selfish—and therefore need not palliatives, but 
regeneration. The basest deeds of which men 
and women are capable are faithfully recorded ; 
and the greatest Personality in history, clearly 
set forth. Religion, in its combination of rev- 
erence and conduct, the attitude to God and the 
attitude to man, was understood by the old 
Prophets; they had a passion for spiritual wor- 
ship and a passion for right living. 

It is this passionate desire for human and 
spiritual decency—and I use the word “de- 
cency” in its truest sense of propriety and 
thoughtfulness in all things,—it is this passion- 
ate desire for human and spiritual decency 
which we so lack today. Whatever we may 
have attained was simply an attempt, naturally 
through much failure and frequent relapse, to 
apply the doctrines of Jesus Christ. And I 
think that in four or five centuries, say in the 
year 2500, struggling, blundering humanity 
will perhaps be nearer the goal than it is today. 

As literature,—and I.am naturally interested 
in literature, —the Bible has long been the 
leader and teacher. But that is not all; the 
Bible is not only the foundation of modern Eng- 
lish literature, it is the foundation of Anglo- 
Saxon civilization. 

It seems to have been a narrow and mistaken 
policy to drive it out of the public schools. 
When I was a boy, every day in school began 
with a chapter in the Bible and the Lord’s 
Prayer. There is nothing sectarian in that, to 
my mind. Merely in dignity, the Hebrew and 
Christian religions compare favorably with the 
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Greek and Roman, with which we were com- 
pelled to familiarize ourselves at school, and so 
far as I know, without protest from any source. 
If the Greek and Roman gods and goddesses 
were alive today, every one of them would be 
inejall: 

The Bible has been a greater influence on 
the course of English literature than all other 
forces put together; it is impossible to read 
standard authors intelligently without knowing 
something about the Bible, for they all assume 
familiarity with it on the part of their readers. 
But, what particularly pleases me is that not 
only standard but contemporary authors ex- 
hibit consciously or unconsciously intimacy 
with the Scriptures. 

So universally true is this, that to any young 
man or woman eaten with ambition to become 
a writer, I should advise first of all,—‘Know 
the Bible.” The list is impressive. There was 
Ibsen, who said his chief reading was in the 
Bible, for “it is so strong and mighty.” And 
Tolstoi, who knew the Scriptures like Timothy. 
And Dostoevski, whose books cannot be read 
with true pleasure unless one knows the Bible. 
And scientifically minded men and even pagans 
like H. G. Wells, who produces these tremen- 
dous studies of worlds to come; and George 
Moore, who boasted that he had not a grain of 
faith. 

Bernard Shaw, in his long preface to 
“Androcles and the Lion,’ produced a care- 
fully written commentary dealing with the 
Gospels in turn, with Acts and the life and let- 
ters of Paul. It is a marvelous and reverent 
exposition of Christ’s teaching as Mr. Shaw 
understands it, and we have the spectacle of 
Bernard Shaw bowing his hitherto uncon- 
quered head in the presence of the King of 
kings. He has been reading and rereading the 
Bible with close attention; he emerges from its 
study, not only fascinated by the central figure, 
but with a sincere belief that only through fol- 
lowing the teachings of Jesus can society attain 
salvation. He believes that Jesus knew more 
about human nature than any other person who 
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ever lived; that He knew not only our diseases, 
but the remedy for them. 

It is this remedy, and the book which de- 
scribes it, that all of us who observe Universal 
Bible Sunday are thinking about just now. 
The value of a Sunday devoted to a rededica- 
tion of ourselves to the Bible is just that—the 
day of rededication, as vital in its way and in 
its impression on the human mind as Christ- 
mas or Easter Day. The American Bible So- 
ciety and its affiliated societies in all parts of 
the country are to be congratulated for making 
it possible. 

One of the chief aims of this society—and 
now I speak as a vice president of the organi- 
zation and not merely as a professor of litera- 
ture—is to encourage the daily reading of the 
Bible. To this end, it has been sponsoring with 
the Brooklyn Bible Society since November 6 
a “Brooklyn Bible Month,” during which the 
citizens of that borough were taught the way 
to read the Bible. We are all hoping that the 
example set by Brooklyn will be followed in 
other cities, large and small. 

Actually, for those who wish to read the 
whole Bible,—and every one at some time ought 
to read it all at least once,—those of systematic 
habits can read it through, omitting the Apoc- 
rypha, in exactly one year. There are 1,189 
chapters—929 in the Old Testament, 260 in the 
New. If one reads three chapters every week 
day and five every Sunday, one will finish the 
undertaking just within the year. Or, if one 
reads only on Sundays, and five chapters of the 
New Testament each Sunday, one will complete 
this task on the fifty-second day. 

This is a chronological rather than a logical 
way of reading the Bible, but it has its merits. 
It is naturally much better to read a whole 
book, or a whole connected narrative in one sit- 
ting. I remember, when caught in the rain one 
Sunday in a small town in England, that I 
pleasantly celebrated being marooned, by read- 
ing the Gospel according to Mark without ris- 
ing from my chair. 

(Turn to page 16) 
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Rev. Henry Darlington, Rev. F. R. Eddy, Rev. H. W. Schenck, 
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The Advisory Council—1936 


LL records for attendance and interest 
were broken at the twentieth annual 
gathering of the Advisory Council 

which met at the Bible House on Wednesday, 
November 30. There were forty-five delegates 
present representing forty-four different de- 
nominations. The largest previous representa- 
tion was thirty-four denominations. Nineteen 
of those present had never visited the Bible 
House before. In the group were presidents 
and moderators of conventions and assemblies, 
bishops, editors, deans of seminaries, stated 
clerks, treasurers, executive secretaries, and 
pastors; ministers, and laymen. It was in- 
deed one of the nation’s notable interdenomina- 
tional gatherings of the year. 

The Reverend Graham Frank, general secre- 
tary of the International Convention of the 
Disciples of Christ and pastor of the Central 
Christian Church of Dallas, Texas, was chosen 
chairman for the day. 


The morning session was given to statements 
by the officers concerning the Society’s work. 
Secretary Brown with lantern slides, and Sec- 
retary North with moving pictures, made vivid 
the significance of the Society’s translation, 


publication, and distribution program the 
world around. Secretary Stifler called atten- 
tion to the various ways in which the Society 
is seeking to adjust its old unchanging task to 
the modern methods of the new day and the 
demands of a changing world. Particular em- 
phasis was laid upon the expanding program 
of radio broadcasts by which it is hoped to 
reach millions who hitherto have not even 
known of the Society’s existence. Treasurer 
Darlington displayed the new series of inex- 
pensive Scripture volumes, and particularly 
the fifty-cent Bible with maps which has just 
come from the press. Secretary Brown ex- 
plained the various ways in which the de- 
nominations cooperate with the Society, and 
conducted a lively discussion on how this co- 
operation might be strengthened. 

The noontime devotional period was led by 
the Reverend J. Leon Hooper of the Presby- 
terian Board of Foreign Missions, who gave 
the testimony of a missionary to the value of 
the Society’s work. 

At luncheon President John TT. Manson 
brought cordial greetings to the Council mem- 
bers and introduced Secretary D. H. Stanton of 
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Atlanta, Ga., who spoke of the work of the So- 
ciety for the colored people. Secretary James 
Oscar Boyd was then presented. He spoke of 
the work of the Society in Bible Lands. 


The closing session was held jointly with the 
Budget Committee of the Board of Managers, 
reviewing the proposed budget of the Society 
for 1989, presented briefly on another page of 
this issue of the RECORD and adopted the next 
day by the Board of Managers. 


A Findings Committee appointed in the 
morning brought to the meeting in its closing 
moments the following resolutions: 


1. The Advisory Council is profoundly grateful 
for, and heartened by, the reports of the efficient 
work of the American Bible Society during the past 
year. 

2. In view of the unusual world conditions threat- 
ening the very foundations of our civilization, we 
express renewed hope and confidence in the Ameri- 
can Bible Society as a world-wide influence making 
for a quickening of the moral and Christian con- 
science of mankind throughout the world. 

3. As we have seen again the picture of the work 
of this great and oldest interdenominational agency, 
we desire to express the conviction that there is no 
other interchurch agency that is so effective in 
stimulating evangelism, Christian education, and 
world missions. 
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4. In view of these facts already set forth, we 
respectfully urge the members of the Advisory 
Council to give greater support to the American 
Bible Society. To this end, we urge the cooperating 
church bodies represented to go one step further 
during the coming year by securing additional 
denominational cooperation and an increase in 
amounts contributed by those churches making only 
small contributions during the past year. The fact 
that five denominations raised about eighty percent 
of the total last year, indicates the possibilities of 
progress for the coming year. We are happy to 
note in this connection that we have present today 
representatives of forty-four denominations—the 
largest representation of any year in the history of 
the Council. 

5. We are of the conviction that the American 
Bible Society is meeting a great spiritual need in 
developing Christian fraternity among all the 
churches, and contributing to those forces which 
make for the extension of the kingdom of God. 

6. In this connection, we wish to express our ap- 
preciation of the efficient leadership of Dr. George 
William Brown, General Secretary of the American 
Bible Society for the past ten years. We shall re- 
member with gratitude and affection his leadership 
in the work of the Council during the critical decade 
of his connection with the Society, and we bid him 
Godspeed as he enters into the new field of labor to 
which he has been called. 


The denominations represented and their 
delegates were: 


Representative 
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What They Thought 


HE following excerpts from letters re- 
ceived from members of the Advisory 
Council will indicate the usefulness of 


this annual gathering, which this year attracted 
the largest number of delegates in its history: 


Dr. H. W. Schenck, of the Reformed Church 
in America, writes: 


It was my first meeting of the Advisory Coun- 
cil, and I was impressed with the systematic dis- 
patch of business and the amazing amount of 
valuable information given in the time at our 
disposal. The procedure showed careful plan- 
ning. No one could leave the meeting without 
realizing the conscientious and businesslike ap- 
proach of the Bible Society executives to their 
great task. 


Dr. M. C. Swigart, of the Church of the 
Brethren, writes: 


The fellowship and association of the various 
denominations in meeting as an Advisory Board 
of the American Bible Society is priceless. We 
get first-hand information of the work done by 
the Society in the widespread dissemination of 
the Word, the tasks connected with the transla- 
tions, and of the results in the transformed lives 
all over the world. 


Dr. C. W. Bates, who represents the Meth- 
odist Protestant Church, writes: 


I have always been interested in the work of 
the American Bible Society, and read with a 
great deal of interest the BIBLE SOCIETY RECORD 
and the Annual Report. But I think I learned 
more of the Society’s activities in the one day I 
was privileged to sit in the meeting of the Ad- 


visory Council, than I did after a good deal of 
reading in the aforesaid publications, as informa- 
tive as they are. To use a slang phrase, “it was 
an eye opener.” From now, henceforth and for- 
ever, I am committed to the great work the So- 
ciety is doing. 


A concise statement is included in the letter 


from Dr. C. E. Hawthorne of the United Pres- 
byterian Church. He says: 


The Advisory Council meeting was a real in- 
spiration to me, and I came away with the feel- 
ing that in the printed Word the church has its 
mightiest missionary agency. 


Dr. J. E. Skillington, representing the Meth- 


odist Episcopal Church, writes: 


If effective and adequate ways and means could 
be found for conveying to the people of the de- 
nominations we represent, the vision that this 
day’s meeting brings to all of us who are mem- 
bers of the Advisory Council, it would mean the 
ushering in of a new day for the American Bible 
Society in the matter of support from the 
churches. 


Dr. William Tait Paterson, representing the 


Presbyterian Church U. 8. A., comments from 
a little different angle: 


The Advisory Council meeting was a great in- 
spiration to me. I was particularly impressed by 
the presentation of the budget. It was done in 
revealing detail and with a clarity that was en- 
lightening. It indicated that the funds entrusted 
to the Society are being administered sanely, 
wisely and effectively, and are aiding greatly in 
the extension of the kingdom of Our Lord Jesus. 
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Why I Do It 


r NHE following letter from one of our an- 
nuitants expresses in words that compel 
attention, the sound missionary philoso- 

phy behind the Society’s annuity program: 


DEAR FRIENDS: When I was a small tot, an aunt 
who was traveling left some of her possessions at 
my home for a number of years. Among these was 
a framed certificate of life membership in the 
American Bible Society, with an engraving of a 
missionary offering Bibles to a group of assorted 
heathen. I used to study that scene with interest, 
as it hung on the wall, and the American Bible So- 
ciety secured a definite niche in my subconscious- 
ness,—or whatever you call it. 

Then I didn't pay much more attention to the 
American Bible Society, except when there was an 
offering asked at church, until I had arrived at 
years of discretion and began to think about an in- 
come for the future. Experience taught me that 
some other investments were not at all satisfactory. 


I had very little to expend, but that little meant 
much to me; so I have decided to put it into an- 
nuity agreements as rapidly as I can. 


I have no immediate relatives, and my distant 
kindred have much more money than I, so anything 
I could leave them wouldn’t be worth much to any- 
body. Therefore, I like to place it where it will go 
on doing good after I have forgotten all about it; 
and I don’t know where it can do more good than 
carrying God’s Word to those who need it, either 
in America or in foreign lands. I like the annuity 
plan, because it saves bother with bequests, and 
also because none of the money need be wasted in 
settling up an estate. 

I like the annuity income, because it is automatic; 
I don’t have to collect it, as one does with rents, 
etc.; also, it’s a definite amount, and it doesn’t 
fluctuate as so many incomes do. 

My opinion cannot be very valuable, because I 
have such a small investment as yet, but I hope to 
make it larger some day. 


Opportunities in 1939 


year, the various committees of the 

Board and the officers of the Society 

make a complete restudy of their work looking 
toward the Society’s opportunities for the com- 
ing year. Each District and Division and each 
Foreign Agency reports its prospects and sub- 
mits its askings. Each department at the Bible 
House surveys its responsibility and proposes 
a program of advance. Reduced to dollars and 
cents, the results of these inquiries comprise 
the working figures for the coming year’s 
budget of expenditures. Another group of 
studies made by the Treasurer produces a fig- 
ure of the estimated receipts which the Society 
may reasonably expect during the coming year. 
Invariably the former figure exceeds the latter. 
Such was the case this year. In spite of the 
fact that economies were proposed in many 
items totaling over $5,200, the aggregate of the 
askings was almost exactly $40,000 above the 
estimated income. Of this excess, $30,008 was 
in the askings for the operating budgets of the 
Foreign Agencies. With one exception, every 
one of these Agencies requested appropriations 
above those of last year. Secretary Marroquin 


| Dee the month of November, each 


asked for a budget for Mexico just double that 
of 19388. 

Had the Finance Committee and the officers 
been able to foresee a substantial increase in 
the Society’s income over that of last year, they 
would gladly have recommended to the Board 
of Managers through the Budget Committee 
that the larger figure be adopted; but such was 
not the case. Indeed, the income figures faced 
the other way. While gifts from churches and 
auxiliaries appeared to be holding steady, those 
from individuals during the first ten months of 
1938 indicated that the estimated figure for in- 
come from this source would have to be reduced 
for 1939. This and other minor fluctuations 
resulted in a budget for 1939, adopted by the 
Board at its meeting December 1, of $605,461 
as against $609,610 adopted for the past year. 
These figures do not include the income from 
sales or the cost of publication, which it is esti- 
mated will offset each other. 

The new year, therefore, finds the Society 
unable to expand its work in the face of many 
open doors for advance. It is not pleasant to 
send such a word as this to the workers on the 
field. Again the Secretaries of the Home Dis- 
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tricts and Divisions have to abandon fond plans 
they had for new projects, some of them re- 
peatedly postponed. Again the Secretaries of 
the Foreign Agencies will face the inevitable 
time before the year is out, when their shelves 
will be empty and the demand undiminished. 
Again there will be colporteurs eager to blaze 
new trails, but unable to secure the precious 
volumes for their work. Again there will be 
patient people waiting another year for the 
man with the books to return. 


Budget Estimates of Income, 1938 and 1939 
Receipts Budget Budget 


From General Sources 19387 1938 1989 
(Ghbausy lowe CELIO) Goon coo oonmo6 $117,354 $115,000 $115,000 
Gifts by Endividuals! ay... 6 2 103,377 112,500 105,000 


Gifts of Auxiliary Bible Societies alee Lay & 13,000 14,000 
Income of Trust Funds and other 


EUR GS tance cel evel heli valeus terevvoys erento 124,051 125,000 130,000 
Legacies applied to Budget ..... 130,000 130,000 130,000 
Proceeds of Annuities applied to 

BWA Ota ela euensieiteewe cacwsl ctiateiotsL sites 70,000 70,000 70,000 
Income from Miscellaneous 

SOUPCES Mistciereieieler caeneieiteun eke, oael.sesis PA IWERs) 2,000 2,000 

Total Current Income ....... $562,267 $567,500 $566,000 


From Special Sources 


Applied from Budget Stabiliza- 


a ape al eis b aXe easy Aasieeoises On ooo Cra SSl Die Ome avereucleten Mire envisie © 
Gitta core titew Elin diaterettetere eretterer 3,820 $5,000 $6,400 
Income of Funds for the Blind .. 2,484 2,000 1,600 
Applied from Reserve for Blind . Cra20) BHO) Aio.as.cen 
Fiuston Mund tor, Plates! facie... 4,707 32,110 31,461 


Total: Not including sales ... $581,778 $609,610 $605,461 


Income from Sales (U.S.) ..... 265,140 260,554 275,000 
Total Budgeted Income ...... $846,918 $870,164 $880,461 


Radio Address of Dr. William 
Lyon Phelps 
(Concluded from page 11) 


But, no matter how we do it or when, let us 
carve out some time for the Bible. If we can 
manage a short time each day, so much the 
better. If not, then let’s do it at least once a 
week. If that is impossible, save it for a vaca- 
tion time, or a week-end in the country, when 
the mind is free and quiet. The thing is to do 
it. I have in my hand here a device that the 
American Bible Society has contrived, that has 
great value. It is a little folder called “My 
Reading Record.” After the name of each book 
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Opportunities for 1989? The year presents 
this glowing opportunity to every lover of the 
Bible. He may make his gift so large as to put 
to shame the faith of the budgetmakers at the 
Bible House, and enable the Society, before the 
year is out, to release the unanticipated funds 
for wider distribution both at home and abroad. 

Below is given a brief statement of the 
budget estimates for income and expenditure 
adopted for 1939, with comparative figures for 
the past two years. 


Budget Estimate of Expenditures—1939 


For translation and revision of Scriptures and the 
plates of New VeLslOus Ge mete tetene eyelets) etetelaintcleleiele =te) ode $42,516 


For the distribution of the Scriptures in the United 
States of America, including ten Districts, four Divi- 
sions, and five Depositories, covering expenses of col- 
portage, grants, promotion of distribution, offices, and 
supervision; work for the blind, grants to Army and 
Navy,uprices! below: COStssanes stateiseene sel = iekelorolatal stators) ols 166,078 


For the twelve Foreign Agencies serving thirty coun- 
tries covering colportage, expenses of other forms of 
distribution, grants of Scriptures, loss on Scriptures 
priced below cost to be within purchasing power of 
the people, printing and purchase of Scriptures; ship- 
ping costs, rent and office expenses; for grants in 
Africa, Europe, and Micronesia, and the indirect ex- 
pense of other) foreian sworkmeie ciietersteteierienetteitere 242,173 


For general administration, including secretarial and 
treasury staff, publication of the REcorD and Annual 
Report, safeguarding of securities, pension allow- 
ANICES' Be voroie. ois cielcleus ol eieralivie) el enlereterscalceoketcl stele eustarctsheeeteiane 94,234 


For cultivation of donors, advertising, publicity, promo- 
tion of Universal Bible Sunday, proportionate share 
of expense of certain denominational benevolence pro- 
motion, and other items related to promotion and 


Gultiviat Lome vires cia soscnscsohetenaehararete tae stop nore tO ites ateitenstets 60,460 
$605,461 

For printing and publication in the United States of 
America (kept in balance with sales) ............ 275,000 


$880,461 


of the Bible is a line of little squares, one for 
each chapter in that book. The idea is to check 
off each chapter as you read it. In that way 
we can read according to any plan we may 
adopt, and yet easily keep a record of just what 
chapters we have read—a capital little device. 
The Bible Society will gladly send one of these 
to anyone who writes in for one—just drop a 
line to the American Bible Society, Bible House, 
New York. 


You may know of other helps to Bible read- 
ing. My plea on this Universal Bible Sunday 
is that we begin today to read the Book regu- 
larly. It will pay incalculable dividends in 
peace and inspiration. It will be a true guide 
to better and happier living. 
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EDITORIAL COMMENT 
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Distribution of the Holy 
Scriptures 


Editors: THE SECRETARIES 
Address correspondence to Francis 
Carr Stifler, Editorial Secretary, 
Bible House, New York 
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R. and MRS. ROBERT J. 

KLIENE, of 12 Leland 
Avenue, New Rochelle, N. Y., 
have for many years been visit- 
ing the military hospital at 
Fort Slocum, New York, and 
supplying the patients with 
Scriptures. On December 3, 
Mr. Kliene writes: 


Here is a story—a true one— 
that may be of interest to you. It 
concerns two “boys” at an Army 
post in the Hawaiian Islands: 

On one of the visits to the 
Fort Slocum Hospital we came 
across a young fellow away from 
home for the first time. We of- 
fered him a copy of the New 
Testament. He was glad to have 
it, and for several Sundays there- 
after we found him in bed read- 
ing it. He got well and was sent 
to Hawaii. Several months later 
we received a letter from a boy 
stationed at Scofield Barracks in 
the Hawaiian Islands, telling us 
that the boy to whom we had 
given the Testament passed the 
book on to him, having received a 
complete Bible from home. The 
second boy was so impressed with 
the reading of the Scriptures that 
he was determined to do some- 
thing practical about it; so he ob- 
tained permission from the chap- 
lain to organize a Bible class and 
hold meetings for the study of the 
Word of God. There were four 
including himself at the first 


meeting. It gradually grew, and 
now there are over a dozen boys 
who meet regularly. The seed is 
sown. God grant there will be an 
abundant harvest. 


SECRETARY LAcyY writes that 
Japanese Scriptures have been 
distributed to the soldiers of 
the armies of invasion in China 
in many sections of the coun- 
try. The soldiers seem eager 
to read the gospel message. In 
only one instance was objection 
raised. Rev. Hubert L. Sone 
wrote from Nanking in October 
as follows: 


You will be interested to know 
that the Japanese military police 
and military officials here in Nan- 
king have advised very strongly, 
on three or four occasions, that 
the Nanking preachers and church 
workers discontinue giving out 
Japanese Scripture portions to 
the soldiers. Their advice was 
very definite, and concluded with 
the remark that, if it were not 
stopped, they had another plan 
that would stop it. Such portions 
were given out almost exclusively 
to soldiers who wandered into the 
chapel or church services, and not 
distributed in the camps. They 
said the Scriptures were fine, and 
later on could be given out. But 
that they disturbed the fighting 
spirit of the soldiers, and made 
them discontented. “This is a 
time for fighting,” they said, ‘not 
for reading the Bible.” 


Mr. G. EDWARD PENDRAY, 
assistant to the president of 
the Westinghouse Electric and 
Manufacturing Company, when 
asked why the Bible was 
among the objects placed in the 
much-publicized “Time Cap- 
sule’” buried presumably for 
5,000 years to come under the 
Westinghouse Building at the 
New York World’s Fair, gra- 
ciously replied in a letter to 
Dr. George H. Talbott, pastor 


of the First Presbyterian 
Church of Passaic, N. J., as fol- 
lows: 


Though it is difficult to explain 
why the Holy Bible was chosen to 
be placed in the Time Capsule, it 
may be said that a major reason 
was the belief of the Time Cap- 
sule Committee, that the Holy 
Bible of all books familiar to us 
today will be most likely to sur- 
vive throughout the ages. There- 
fore, the Bible which we placed in 
the Time Capsule will be a sort of 
connecting link between the past, 
present, and future. 

e e 


HE Scriptures are being 
vigorously distributed in 
many lands by men and women 
of advanecd years. The accom- 


With Mr. Marston on Sunday afternoon on 
Texas Ranch 


panying picture was taken by 
Rey. Arthur Marston, who is 
no longer young, the brother 
of the Society’s former Secre- 
tary of the Central District. 
Mr. Marston writes, “The old 
brother at the left is a super- 
annuated Methodist preacher, 
eighty-five years old, who goes 
with me when his strength will 
permit.” These two ripened 
saints distribute hundreds of 
portions in both English and 
Spanish to children who other- 
wise would know nothing of 
their Saviour. 
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Universal Bible Sunday 


HE great day has come 

and gone. Never were so 
many people made aware of its 
significance. 
only to the observance held in 
thousands of churches, but to 
the hearty cooperation of the 
President of the United States 
and the governors of many of 
the States, who issued endorse- 
ments commending its observ- 
ance to the people. Never be- 
fore did the broadcasting com- 
panies cooperate so fully. There 
were three coast-to-coast pro- 
grams. The Columbia Broad- 
casting System presented Sec- 
retary of Commerce Daniel C. 
Roper and Dr. John H. Finley, 
editor of the New York Times, 
who is also a Vice President of 
the American Bible Society. 
The Mutual Broadcasting Sys- 
tem presented William Lyon 
Phelnsand Mr. Frank ~H. 
Mann, both Vice Presidents of 
the Society. The National 
Broadcasting Company pre- 
sented Mr. Frank Ramsey Mc- 
Ninch, chairman of the Fed- 
eral Communications Commis- 
sion. Dr. Phelps’ address is in- 
cluded in this issue of the BIBLE 
SOCIETY RECORD. Mr. Roper’s 
address will appear in the Feb- 
ruary issue. Both addresses 
are now being published in 
leaflet form for limited distri- 
bution to RECORD readers and 
their friends. It is hoped that 
Mr. McNinch’s address may be 
made available later. 

Beside these broadcasts over 
the great chains, there were 
eighty local station programs 
in thirty-one different states 
giving the story of the Society’s 
work in dramatic form; and 
many other stations where local 
groups presented the Bible 
cause and where announcers 


This was due not. 


and news readers called atten- 
tion to the celebration. 

The poster supplied to the 
churches for this year’s ob- 
servance listed the 1,008 lan- 
guages into which some part of 
the Scriptures had been trans- 
lated by the close of 1937. 
Many pastors and churches will 
preserve this poster because of 
its informative and educational 
value. 


There were many unique and 
impressive ceremonies in indi- 
vidual churches. In Scranton, 
Kansas, the Methodist Church 
for the second successive year 
held an 18-hour service from 
3 a.m. to 9 p.m. in which the 
whole New Testament was read 
(see page 49 in March 1938 is- 
sue of BIBLE SOCIETY RECORD). 
This year the same church read 
the entire Book of Psalms on the 
Sunday previous in a five-hour 
service. Dr. Daniel A. Poling, 
one of the Society’s Honorary 
Vice Presidents, held a similar 
service in the Temple Baptist 
Church of Philadelphia, of 
twenty hours’ duration. We 
hope to write this service up in 
more detail in the February 
BIBLE SOCIETY RECORD. 

In many churches the Lord’s 
Prayer or some other portion 
of Scripture was read in vari- 
ous tongues. John 3:16 was 
recited in one church in twen- 
ty-two languages by as many 
different people. 

It was a great day for the 
Bible. Its influence should 
prove of lasting worth to the 
life of our nation. 


December Meeting of the 
Board 


ape eighth stated meeting of 

the Board of Managers of the 
American Bible Society in its one 
hundred and twenty-third year 
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was held at the Bible House, Park 
Avenue and 57th Street, New 
York, on Thursday, December 1, 
1938, at 3: 30 p. m., President John 
T. Manson in the chair. 

Devotional exercises were con- 
ducted by Dr. James R. Joy. 

The minutes of the seventh 
stated meeting of the year were 
approved. 

Minutes of the standing com- 
mittees were presented and ap- 
proved, and their recommenda- 
tions adopted. 

The budget for 1939 as recom- 
mended by the Budget Committee 
was presented. Appropriations 
for the year 1939 were adopted, 
totaling $880,461, not including 
monies received in foreign fields 
and there spent. 

Report was made of the twen- 
tieth annual meeting of the Ad- 
visory Council held on November 
30. 

Authorization was given for the 
printing of a new edition of the 
Marshall Islands Scriptures and 
for a grant of 1,000 copies to the 
American Board Mission in the 
Marshall Islands on the sale and 
distribution plan. 

Both the colored and the black 
and white maps recently com- 
pleted for inclusion in the So- 
ciety’s Scriptures were approved. 

The publication of the Old Tes- 
tament in Ragoli was approved. 

Mrs. Margaret S. Dollar and 
Mr. R. Stanley Dollar were made 
Life Directors of the Society. 


The Treasurer reported the fol- | 
lowing consignments to the For- | 


eign Agencies: 


July Volumes Value 
Latin America .... 30,704 $7,682.91 
IMsbo, ABER A Someta aa Soot 

30,715 $7,686.88 

August 

Latin America .... 29,796 $676.24 
| 

September 
Latin America .... 13,222 $1,472.16 | 

October 
Latin America .... 64,401 $3,051.52 
Mat oath etarcuel ete 2,278 13502 (633 

66,679 $4,554.15 | 

The issues from the Bible 


House during the month of July 
August, | 
208,321 volumes; September, 302,-. 


were 333,468 volumes; 


952 volumes; 
520 volumes. 
The meeting was adjourned. 


and October, 326,- 


| 
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Ler us tell you how you may have v Protection 
an old age v Freedom from worry v A_ steady 
income W Permanent satisfaction in the check that 
comes regularly to you as a holder of an Annuity = 
Agreement of the American Bible Society. <e 


Such checks have been issued regularly for over 
eighty years . . helping to bring security in spite of 


vy 
disturbing and perplexing world conditions. 


The booklet... ‘‘A Gift That Inves”.. . 


In addition, there is the genuine satisfaction of explains the plan, an 


d tells you how you 


taking part in the significant work of making the may help both yourself and a worthy cause. 


Bible more widely available throughout the world. v 


AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY 
Bible House, Park Ave. & 57th St., New York 
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Please send me, without obligation, your booklet 62S entitled “A Gift That Lives.” 
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